Plasma membrane and cytoskeletal constituents in Leishmania mexicana.
The presence and the localization of actin, spectrin and ankyrin are studied by immunofluorescence and immunoblotting in Leishmania mexicana promastigotes growing in vitro. These proteins, amphitropic in nature, coexist both in soluble and insoluble forms. Our results demonstrate that the Triton insoluble form of these proteins constitutes beside tubulin the cytoskeletal scaffold of promastigotes in close association with the plasma membrane, the axoneme and the basal body of the parasite.